Proposal: Discussion Paper

River

illustration/logo of the estuary and tributaries

A three (?) year initiative to explore the River Severn, its culture and physicality, its history and landscape. 

Aim

this initiative is a collaboration between seven artists, writers, makers,  educators,  photographers and academics. It is also a collaboration between them and communities of place and interest  

Our intention is to use our arts practice to encourage people to engage with the River as a physical element, as an ever changing place, as a route and national boundary... and as a metaphor for life.

Process: making work and community engagement

The work made and the means of engaging communities in participating will be through walking and other kinds of journeys on and next to the River, its tributaries, confluences and specific, meaningful places.

The responses made will form the basis of exhibitions in museums, art galleries, in local venues such as libraries, village halls using sketch books, work in progress and larger scale exhibition pieces. Work shown/performed will include the artist's various projects and  sketch book work by others.

Exhibitions

Exhibitions will be designed with these sketch books as the spine and additional work made on specific themes to suit the venue and issues raised.

We would like to propose a group exhibition for XXX  places, where all seven artists will produce work on the theme of the River.  We would suggest that one of the artists is responsible for each exhibition project and that the work could either be specific to that particular location, or more general in it's interpretation of the river.  

Interspersed in between the larger, more formal exhibitions will be smaller interventions in the landscape, that might make up some of the work in the exhibition. These might also act as stand alone works.

Subheadings, for specific projects within the initiative: 

these reflect some of the themes that interest the various artists and may well form discreet projects within the overall River initiative.  We'd like to propose that, if the fancy takes you, you choose a subheading (or add another) and write-up a brief project proposal

Confluence

Tributaries

Tide Lines, Tidelines 

Source

Currents

Connections

Crossings

Counting in Smoke 

Migration

Mergings

Flow 

Making journeys 

Expected outcomes

sketch books

formal exhibitions

community engagement through walking and sketch books - 

journeying

Tara's cinema

libraries, mobile libraries

site specific interventions

performance

subject matter

mud

marriage of language and image

Elements

inter-connections

biogs

