Walking the Land Seminar December 16th

Suze Adams, Valerie Coffin-Price (Ffin), Lucy Guenot, Richard Keating, Tom Keating, Franz Krauze, Martin Large, Kel Portman, Chris Smith

1. some of the words we used when describing our work – not an attempt to put us and our work in boxes, just a matrix to show commonality

	
	Themes 
	Form 
	Why walking? 
	Dissemination 
	Type of place 
	Where next?

	Suze
	Looking through, surfaces, The land as home, transition
	Performance, text, Documentation found objects, video, sound
	Walking, wandering and wondering - research
	Website, shows, presentations
	Land, water, weather
	Gloucestershire, Mull

	Ffin
	Between, beyond, beneath,

liminal. invisible, forgotten, shadows
	Sculpture, poetry, Objects to record place, Digital sketchbooks
	Walking and responding, travel, drift, Flooding history
	shows
	Woodland

wetlands

Coast
	River Severn, Gloucestershire, South Wales

	Lucy
	Ephemeral nature of materials in landscape
	Physicality of drawing, meditational

words, text, letters, print, sculpture, Using found objects
	Serendipity, focus
	Natural projection using sun 
	
	Stroud Valleys, broader

	Richard
	Communities involvement in changing places and the role of the artist
	Community events/aesthetic engagement, animation, drawing
	Pilgrimage, research, political statement , experiential learning
	Web, exhibitions in appropriate place, part of growing engagement process
	Woodland, wetland, urban
	Derby, Ridgeway, Norway, Corsica, Stroud Valleys. Wales 

	Tom
	Spirituality of journeying, celebration, life work balance
	Documenting the walk in real time – anthrotype using found materials
	Pilgrimage, woodland as shrine. Searching for questions and answers
	In place 
	Woodland 
	 Abergavenny, Derby

	Franz
	Visible. Invisible, community resilience, Sense of place
	Anthropology

phenomenology – experience is real interviews
	Art as research  
	Web site

local radio
	Flooding, Estuary,
	floodplain North of Gloucester, Westgate

	Martin
	Spirit of place, history, transformation of power, Connection with place, community and people
	Poetry, philosophy, phenomenology,

painting and drawing
	Walking and focusing, learning, feeling, strengthen relationaship with place 
	
	
	Stroud valleys, Cotswolds and Museum link with  Norway

	Kel
	Equivalence of place, near and far, transience
	Image and text , photography as scientific observation. Experiential
	Journey as the work - long distance walking. Rigour 
	Shows, website, more walks
	Woodland and River
	Long distance walks. River Severn, Derby

	Chris
	Near and far, light and dark, emotion, memories, Landscape as home, 
	Drawing, photography, figurative, 
	Walking, gaining experience, new situations, focus
	Twitter 
	Weather systems
	Malverns, River Severn, South Wales


2. What we saw and heard in terms of themes (Suze had to leave before this conversation)

· art and science

· language and text

· visualising the unseen

· commitment to the enchantment of the senses through aesthetic appreciation

· cultural history of walking and of the places we walk

· poetry about Gloucestershire

· walking metaphor – rhythm, breathing

· embodied measurement, real experience

· politicised – positive change agents/activists, making a difference 

· the work, us and audience/participants – changing lives

· River Severn

· Wales, Gloucestershire

· crossing the Severn

· harnessing our energies, directory of projects

3.Towards a collaboration and next steps

The Severn

all to write and or illustrate a side of A4 max. to express what the River and its landscape means to you and describe a project or projects that you would like to propose as either a collaboration or as a part of a wider collaboration to do with the River.

Circulate your ideas to all by 1st February (hope this date is ok)

Suggested that we meet again in the new year to further develop ideas – sometime in February/March – I'll set up a doodle link for us and be in touch

First Friday Walk - 6th January in a flood plain – details to follow

Joseph Beuys exhibition in Cardiff – see Ffins email and RK's response

Reading – see Ffins email

Suze's evening of poetry, music and film  with Anna Saunders

Francis Close Chapel, Francis Close Hall, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire

Thursday 12 January, 6.00 - 7.30pm (wine and nibbles from 5.30pm)

