Aurlandsdalen, Flåmsdalen and Nærøydalen: transhumance, transisiton, and transversal poetics
.

In July 2012, Walking the Land and writer Martin Large visited Aurland in southern Norway to explore the landscape, its biodiversity, its culture and local people's aspirations for it. We  were visiting Morten Clemetsen and Jorun Barane.  

We walk, draw and talk about the landscape, its culture, biodiversity and its stories.

We practice 'slow tourism'.

We imagine futures.

We share the learning.

Our study takes the form of an illustrated conversation between visitors and residents.

Day 1

Bergen to Aurland

We visit the World Heritage Site:

Visitors: “ What do people expect from a World Heritage Site? How do heritage and consumerism combine? What is the economic/cultural equation? Heritage is so often about lives and livelihoods that are no longer viable so what do we want to say about this and learn and sustain? What do we want people to experience? Heritage tourism so often seems to be more about the current economy.”

We meet some tourists on the train to Myrdal

Cruise ship tourists: “we have booked these seats, please can you move – the whole train is booked”

Visitors: “Are you from the train or the tour company? There are no signs anywhere to say these seats are reserved. We'll speak to the train manager before we move – and finish our coffee.”

Train manager: “yes the whole train is booked – you should have been told when you bought your tickets. Come with me to the buffet car, I'll look after you.”

where are met at Myrdal and walk towards Flam.

 and the now expanded group of visitors and residents strike up conversations. We meet the goats at Kardal and eat their cheese. 

Day 2

Osterbo to Sinjarheim

The waterfalls serenade our every step, we meet Huldra walking east to west and the other tourists leave us for dust. We see  Fjelldronning or the 'Mountain Queen' (Saxifraga cotyledon)

Day 3

Sinjarheim to Aurland

Over breakfast in the queen of the farms, we hear about blue cows and golden fleeces, we sythe the grass where six wives were drowned and wonder at herding animals up the mountains

Day 4

Aurland to Stalheim

Ferry in the mist, slow walking, Nordic creation story, drawing sounds, rowing, knitting and Rømmegrøt 

�	A variety of agricultural practices of Transhumance has been practised in southern Norway since Viking times, with the seasonal form possibly becoming customary in the 10th century. In the 13th century the Old Norwegian Statute, The Gulathing  Law made reference to it as an established practice. This traditional annual migration, grazing, food production and related ways of life has shaped the landscape and its place in Norwegian culture.


		The Transition Movement refers largely to how we move to a post oil economy, one in which extensive agriculture and locally produced food takes on a new significance.


		Transversality refers to theories initiated by French phillosopher Felix Guattari. Transversal poetics work to inspire critical inquiry, scholarship, pedagogy, artistic creation and life experience that are mutually supportive, adaptive and felicitous. It is collective and collaborative as it acknowledges as much as possible the conditions of its emergent conditions: its histories, sources and conversations.  





