In-Between Places,: a 150 miles journey on foot and by wheel chair.

Thomas Gainsborough is celebrated as one of the country's greatest landscape painters and by some accredited with having established our archetypal expectations about what makes a good landscape. This is interesting as his landscape paintings were imaginary, not of real places. 

And in many ways, this is the starting point for our walk between Stroud and Derby during May.  We are interested in how the transition movement can help invent the landscapes of the future. On our journey we are meeting with people along the way and  'imagining' the kind of landscape that could evolve for future generations - who will have access to it, what benefits will it provide for our varied different needs? Above all we hope that our journey will be a part of much needed conversations to negotiate how we can collectively  care for our places and the places in between us. We are particularly excited by the concept of 'interconnectedness', and the way this can relate to reciprocity, resilient communities and our relationship to the earth.

It is also claimed that Gainsborough for for the first time showed the rural poor in his paintings. John Barrell described this in his The dark side of the landscape (1980), as 'deserving poor cottagers who accept their inequality as part of the natural order.' Barrell  pointed to a politics of the time that congratulated ‘the very classes that were responsible for the repression of the poor for the humane concern they feel at the results of their own actions’. For many of us across the world, we remain akin to Gainsborough's rural poor in that the current economic, cultural, technological and political structures repress many people's access to clean air, clean water, land to grow food, housing and affective landscapes; landscapes which raise our spirits. 

We do not however accept this as a part of the natural order, far from it and we are undertaking this journey in a way that does not fall into the trap of congratulating those who have created the ecological and environmental crisis for the concern they feel for the environment, rather we intend to animate conversations between people that enable us to learn together how to both feel concern and take action to rectify the problems and in particular create a new type of landscape aesthetic that provides for our various and often competing needs. 

Sharing the various parts of this journey are artists, academics, writers and sustainability pilots, including Lindsey Colbourne, Glenn Hall, Richard and Tom Keating, Alison Parfitt, Kel Portman, Dr. Sue Porter, Diana Ray and Jacqui Taylor, many having worked together on Gloucestershire's Local Agenda 21, Vision 21. . 

As emissaries of Transition Stroud, we will carry and share stories from Stroud; we have arranged  to meet people from Eco Sutton, Transition Stratford, Transition Cleeve and to visit various land based projects along the way. As a part of sharing our learning, we aim to represent a vision for a landscape of the future. 

