Notes for conversation 2 - re walking to Derby 

read your comprehensive notes, reminded myself of what the university are after, read a bit about Affective Landscapes and jumped straight into a 250 word proposal. Proposal to be submitted by Friday 16th December. 

Title and strap line 

Encounters in the Landscape?

walking to animate regional conversation?

Phenomenology and relational aesthetics?

Urban and rural journeying?

Aim

Having access to good quality landscape enriches experience and for many people is an essential aspect of a sustainable future and the good life. However, it can be argued that the vision for these future landscapes are based on the tradition of landscape painters such as Gainsborough. Is his an aesthetic that adequately reflects what makes a good quality, productive, culturally diverse and biodiverse landscape for the 21st Century? 

Gainsborough's landscape paintings were imagined; how might we imagine a landscape resilient to climate change? 

Gainsborough's landscapes showed the rural poor with access to common land – in the context of localism, what does access to landscape mean today and how inclusive is this? 

To explore these issues,stimulated by a recent exhibition of Gainsborough's landscape drawings and paintings in Bath, we propose to 
walk between the rural idyll of the Cotswolds close to Bath and Derby. 

Methodology and Outputs 

In advance we will engage in conversation with local people and arrange to meet along the way. We particularly want to understand who is involved in transition towns, their aspirations for and relationship with landscapes and the level of inclusion of disabled residents. 

We will generate work based on conversations along the route between ourselves as a journeying, inquiring community of creative writers, photographers, educationalists, artists and also with local people we meet, based on the earlier research.   

We will write an academic framework and present it with this work at the conference. 

examine points of intersection between ordinary life and extraordinary encounters and exchanges with the world around us. It asks how do we 'feel', 'sense', 'know', 'cherish', 'memorise', 'imagine', 'dream', 'desire', or even 'fear' landscapes? How do its 'intensities' register, flow and circulate? What forms do we use to articulate, debate and record these affects? 

· edgelands 

· the rural/urban 

· responses to landscape by creative practitioners 

· phenomenology and landscape 

· the body in landscape 

· psychogeography 

outputs

outcomes

Aims:

An idea and process which have meaning for people. 

Influencing/supporting a community in the context of landscape change.

Attitudes to each other in transition.

Insider/outsider groups. 

Unruly body/crazy frame. 

Ways to connect to people, a relational aesthetic. 

Stepping out and doing it uncovers most of it - implications for what we can ay about our paper in advance. 

Record of the walk will be needed, e.g. the bark rubbing, foot and wheel prints, photographs, writing, drawing, QR codes and responses to place, etc. 

Ideas/Topics?:

· Between, approaching, being, journeying, liminality.

· space/body/event - performativity (body, page, stage - Spry, 2011)

· Hot spots along the way - are there places that stand for some of the issues/interests we have? 

· Transition - how to make a contribution to more resilient communities. People in landscape, access to landscape, people and food.  What is the nature and depth of peoples relationship to landscape, food, etc. 

· Make contact with Transition communities along the route.

· Food and the ‘good life’. 

· As a way of exploring ‘who is here’ we would meet with local communities to explore exclusion from the good life, and the potential for thinking about inclusivity. e.g. who gets to use allotments, who are members of the Transition groups?

Using Gainsborough as a lens to consider:

· Relationship with place and space

· Who is here? identifying the missing participants (who is on G’s common? would they be the same people as are currently able to access place, landscape and aspects of the ‘good life’ . i.e. in pre-industrialised societies there was a less fixed idea of ‘normal’, and less use of the idea of  being productive in a disciplined sense, so more place/space for people with a range of impairments, not necessarily positioned as non productive and disabled.

Products:

Collaborative drawing and writing. Plus other images. 

Members of our own inquiring community (Richard, Kel, Tom, Sue etc) - to ‘make sense’ of the unit of travel, whether that day or longer. Work to be made as part of this sense making, this is a ‘product’, and could be taken to the other communities. 

Opportunity to share this work with groups along the route e.g. Transition groups, V21 group etc.  Using the Gainsborough lens to think together. We aim to have stimulating conversations, and to stimulate ongoing conversations about ‘who is here’ and relationship to place.



One idea would be to produce a series of conversation ‘maps’, as a consciousness raising tool, and another product. In our early conversations with people to set up these meetings we could specifically ask what would it be useful to include in a conversation map. Our early thoughts were to include things about landscape, regional relationships, contacts etc (but not making it a catalogue or directory, but more alive than that, more of a stimulus). We would leave these maps with them (but need to ensure we have a copy too). 

There will be a further product of a conference paper, and possible subsequent journal paper, developed from the walk. The conference paper to be delivered at the Derby conference by...?.
 

Preparation:

Identify and negotiate with Transition (and other?) communities along the route, with the aim of meeting with a number of groups, or otherwise engaging with them. Identify what is the nature and depth of peoples relationship to landscape, food, etc.

Closely study route to identify access related stuff. 

Prepare ideas about who might be excluded from the good life and how, as initial thoughts/stimuli. 

Practicalities:

For Sue there are a number of these - 

I can do weekends and some small number of days taken as annual leave, I doubt I can get paid time to participate, although I am going to pursue this because of the link to the ‘Disabled people and climate change’ project I’m working on. 

There are practical limitations of fences, gates, stiles etc. Also access to loos! All manageable with good planning, and of course all data. 

�Sue, I would say journey but want to be clear about the nature of the journey – i.e. Not car, train. How about “ We propose journeying by foot and wheel chair...” ?


�07/12/2011 13:10��is this the best phrasing for you Richard?  Not sure about the best shorthand for this aspect. 


�07/12/2011 13:10��I’m certainly up for this. Worth warning them about access etc when we get it accepted. �





