Solstice Celebrations: 18th December 2010.

Amidst three inches of snow and in sub zero temperatures we ate warming soup, drank around the fire and sang to the wood and each other. 

The snow fell heavily on us as we heard readings about the Holly.

We dressed a holly tree with our wishes for the wood.

Wish Tree wishes

· to dig a fire pit in the ground

· to meet here regularly

· to have a kids zone for playing

· hammock hanging point – bring your own hammock

· a little stove (hidden) to make tea

· more evening art, can't do Friday afternoon

· chickens

· shelter or bender

· space to gather and sit (fireplace)

· swing

· fell some of the larches

· enjoy the seasons

· fires

· star watching

· more wild fruit

· wooden seats carved from tree trunks

· camping in summer – sites identified

· benches

· permanent trestle or frame to screen loo area

· roofing area for sheltering in rain (meetings etc.)

· bird song

· laughter and children

· time to just be

· time to develop friendships

· fire lighting workshops

· use a dip dip for a theatre or fire site

· clear an area with a view

· camping

· climbing net across the trees

· peace

· protection

· nature

· a bench or two

· a view up/across the valley

· a rope swing

· enhancing the individual character of trees by clearing out trees selectively for wood fuel and structures

· beautiful space at healing north west corner – old larches cleared, structures for sitting on, space opened up...

· structures for shelter in all weathers for ??? and fire space

· cutting down trees, clearing space for picnics, circles, activities with views opened up to Slad Valley

· flat areas, table, dens

· swings, wood shelter, high tower, labourers

· fireplace

· seating (simple)

· some paths and steps

· wild flower clearing

· wood instruments

· various small shelters

· to help build a compost loo

· chair sized logs for sitting on

· shelter

· sunny, hot and swing

· wolves and native animals

· green woodworking

· work to warm my heart

· firewood to warm my house

· a thriving woodland

· football goal

· den

· round house

· zip wire

· badger watching evenings

· regular family afternoons so kids can get together and play

· a quiet area for sitting and contemplating – do not disturb

As the mid winter day light began to fade, we began to think about the spring equinox and were asked to visit the woods over the coming months and consider where different activities could happen.

