“Walking the fjords 2012”: Draft program for a walking experience of Aurland and the Unesco fjord landscape (22.01.2012 mc/02.07.20112 rk)

1. Logistics, accommodation and hospitality

	Date
	Activity
	Comments and questions to Morten and Jorun

	July 24th

July 25th
	Arriving Bergen 17.25 

Staying overnight – YMCA, Nedre Korskirkeallmenning 4, 5017 Bergen tel: 047 55 606055

Train from Bergen 10.28 to Myrdal station 12.20.

Walk/train towards Flam and meet Moreton/Jorun and walk with them to Aurland.


	H, K, M and R to be able to carry all their luggage in one rucksack each.

Meeting place yet to be agreed.   Possibility of some of us catching a train part-way, to one of the halts where we could meet for lunch. What would suit you M&J? Any suggestions for where we might meet-up? – is there mobile phone reception?



	July 26th


	Bus from Aurland ca 09.00 to Østerbø in the Aurland Valley.

Walking the valley down to the old farm Sinjarheim. 

(4 hrs straight walking). Shorter walks to different parts of the farm landscape. 
	We stay overnight at Sinjarheim, experiencing the place, and perhaps hearing the song of the landscape..

Sleeping bag is necessary

	July 27th


	Late departure from Sinjarheim , walking down to Vassbygdi. Bus or car to Aurland


	BBQ in our garden in the evening,  others might join us.

	July 28th


	Ferryboat from Aurland to Dyrdal in Nærøyfjorden, 09.20

Visiting the old village of Dyrdal, which is only accessible by boat.  

Walking to the recently restored cotters place Skogane, overlooking  Nærøyfjorden. 

Walking back to Dyrdal, ferry to Gudvangen. Transportation to Stalheim and further on to Voss railroad station 

Train to Bergen in the evening

 
	We can  perhaps work on developing a concept for storytelling and art based activities along the path  and in the wider area - this could be done in cooperation with the World Heritage Park (see 2 below)

If we go back to Bergen, we will try to book at the YMCA again.

It is also an option to go back to Aurland by bus in the evening, and take the train back to Bergen in the morning on the 29th. If we stay with you again (if this is not too much!) we could have a few hours on the 29th reflecting on what we have done/learned and next steps. 

	July 29th


	 Departure from Bergen to England 18.20
	


2. Walking, holding conversations, telling stories  and making work

Possible purpose for the days: Working with a mutual understanding of  place, meaning and identity in the fjord landscape – and to develop this understanding in a wider  regional and European context.. Below is a range of activities that Kel and I have discussed and which we can lead. We don't necessarily have to firm everything-up now, we can make some decisions each day. Jorun, will you want to lead us through any activities? Maybe we could use the work produced during the first two days to 'make-up' a story together in the evening ??

Our starting point is “Observing natural phenomena, observing cultural landscape and making new places”. To do this, we propose that the group undertake a range of activities that will help us sense nature in the landscape, be aware of cultural influences and then imagine and represent desirable, future landscapes.

Range of drawing, photography and writing activities for 26th  27th :

1. Being here

· looking with new eyes: Drawing looking at the place, without looking at the drawing – 10 minutes

· being in the place: drawing wrong handed – 10 minutes

· using your senses: drawing sound, smells, touch and other feelings- 10 minutes each sense

·  photographing high views and low views as we walk 

· writing: three word descriptions of : how the landscape feels being there, how it looks, how it sounds, how it smells as we walk through

· sharing all of above work from time to time

2. Being with nature

· draw natural sounds only, including your body sounds  - wind in ears etc. 

· without taking pen/pencil off the page, drawing only the natural features in the landscapes – three drawings looking in different directions, 10 minutes each

· writing about natural features in the landscape – what they are and how you feel about being in that landscape (not sure how we manage language differences here?)

· paint a colour swatch of the natural landscape

3. Noticing cultural influences

· draw sounds that relate to cultural/human influences in the landscape

· without taking pen/pencil off the page, drawing only the cultural interventions in the landscape – three drawings looking in different directions, 10 minutes each

· writing about cultural interventions in the landscape – what they are and what you think about them in terms of positive and negative influences on the landscape 9 again, not sure how to handle difference of language here – translations needed?)

· paint a colour swatch of the cultural influences in the landscape

4. Future Landscapes

· using the work made to make a 'collage' and story of a desirable future landscape

On the evening of the 27th , maybe we can make a proposal together to  put to the World Heritage Park and plan the 28th – it would be good if we could walk with some of the people from there...

