River Severn Project Proposal.

Name of artist: Richard

Working title for Project: transition

Time scale: on going

What the project is about: 

For a long time I've been interested in how I seem to retain the aspirations, if not the instincts, of both a nomad and a settler, hunter gatherer and farmer. Of course I'm neither of these. However a number of routes and places that I am currently visiting carry these “ancient and tribal memories”: the Ridgeway near to Swindon where I lived for ten years and the River Severn Estuary close to where I've lived for the last twenty years. Other places and species which seem to reach out to me from a past beyond my own lifespan are woodlands, valleys and mountains, birds, dogs and horses. 

An underlying question in all of this for me is to do with individual and community resilience and landscape change; in surviving and adapting, how do we change the landscape and with what implications for future generations and the choices they will be able to make? 

A sense of place in this long time context is central to this project proposal and in particular the Migrating birds on the Severn Estuary as a metaphor for both my own wanderlust & love of home and a patch of land. 

A second underlying concern relates to my practice as a way of exploring ways to balance the rational and existentialists approaches to life. In decisions about our futures, the non-rational aspects of our lives appear to be ignored because they are seen as subjective and hard to quantify. I wonder, as we have moved from a nomadic, settler and through industrial ways of life to where we appear to be now, how do we retain the beneficial aspects of each stage in our “development” or “community resilience”? Again the little understood “intuition” of migratory birds and their equally important adaptation to a changing landscapes appears to be a useful metaphor for my own, often aesthetics motivated  choice making. Interested in the Wildfowl and Wetland Trusts Crane Project and River Frome and tributaries and my view from home of this world.

desired outcomes, affects:

This can be expressed in three interrelated ways – outcomes for me, outcomes for the 'group' and outcomes for a wider community.

In simple terms:

· for me this would mean developing my practice in a way that meets the above 'brief'

· for the group, a beneficial and developmental process for us all as individuals and an exploratory and new body of work about the River Severn

· for the wider community an understanding of issues raised, a growing sense of place and a prompt to value subjective judgements

ideas for outputs, work made, means of “showing” work:

My way into this is through experiencing the places and communities of people and other species and responding to them by art-walking. My desired outputs would be walks and an appropriate product in an appropriate places – happy with more traditional venues as well as project specific interventions. Happy to accommodate others.

My work will be a part of my PhD thesis and show – with your permission, I'd like the option to refer to your work in my Thesis where it overlaps and would like to talk through the possibility of including aspects of our collaboration in the final show if it develops in an appropriate way.

any relationship with others; artists, communities and other professions: 

Its important for me to engage with some parts of the community relating to specific locations and or issues – local people, scientists, historians, other species.

Clearly keen to collaborate with other artists

