A T    T H E     S C H O O L

The class is asked to divide into groups and put on a coloured sticker. They will be asked to write an animal name on the sticker. One in each group will be an interviewer.

O N    T H E    W A L K

1. At the notice boards/newt pond

The class is asked to look at the boards and are asked what they are about. They will then be told that the walk we are all going on is about noticing wildlife and travel. 

2. Road Crossing to St.Cyr's Church

Children walk and talk as an animal or child (the interviewer). At the church I will ask the “interviewer” of the first group only how s/he travelled and how else humans could travel on the path.  I'll ask the interviewer to ask questions of the animals in that group (see question sheet). I'll record the interviews. The rest of the class take photographs of wildlife habitat relating to the road

· If you were a bird, what would you eat? How would you get to it?

· If you were a squirrel how would you travel?

· As a human how could you travel down the lane? Was it the same 100 years ago?

3. Through Churchyard 

Children walk and talk as an animal or child (the interviewer). At the far end of the churchyard I will ask the “interviewer” of the second group only how s/he travelled and how else humans could  travel on the path.  I'll ask the interviewer to ask questions of the animals in that group (see question sheet). The rest of the class take photographs of wildlife habitat relating to the path and churchyard

· If you were a bird, what would you eat? How would you get to it?

· If you were a squirrel how would you travel?

· As a human how could you travel down the lane? Was it the same 100 years ago?

4. At the canal bridge

The whole class, in a circle,  is asked to notice different types of travel and the barriers that road, rail, rivers and canals create. They are asked how this is overcome for people and wildlife. Class takes photos while I ask the “interviewer” of the third group what transport types s/he can see.  I'll ask the interviewer to ask questions of the animals in that group (see question sheet). The rest of the class take photographs of wildlife habitat relating to the different travel types – path, road,  and churchyard – comments to be recorded.

· What types of travel can you see?

· What are the barriers to travelling?

· How have humans crossed barriers?

· How does wildlife cross barriers?

5. Across the bridge to Nutshell Bridge

The class is asked to walk along the canal as animals and notice the difference between the canal and the road. 

On reaching the grassy area just before the bridge they are told about the bats and asked to draw the canal and its wildlife while I ask the “interviewer” of the third group what it was like walking along the canal.  I'll ask the interviewer to ask questions of the animals in that group (see question sheet). 

· How does it sound different?

· How does it look different?

· Does it smell different?

· Are there more or less animals and wildlife sharing a canal than sharing a road? 

6. Nutshell Bridge to Church

Before leaving Nutshell Bridge, the class is shown illustrations of Trows and Canal Boats and asked to walk back imagining they are on a Trow being pulled by a horse about 100 years ago. At the churchyard the class is asked to  talk about the differences between this journey and their usual journey to school. I'll ask the final group's interviewer what s/he thinks and ask them to interview the rest of the group (see questions). Meanwhile the rest of the class to draw the church.

· Which has the most wildlife?

· was it quieter or noisier?

· Do you think it was safer?

Animals:

swan, squirrel, fish, badger, blackbird

Questions from interviewer to animals

Orange Group, Church

1. Swan, could you travel along the road or next to the road?

2. Squirrel, how could you travel along this road? What could you walk on?

3. Fish, why can't you travel along this road? Can you see anywhere where you could live?

4. Badger, could you travel along this road? Would it be safer at night?

5. Blackbird, how could you travel along this road? Could you make your home here?

Blue Group, Churchyard

1. Swan, could you travel along this path?

2. Squirrel, how could you travel through this churchyard?

3. Fish, could you travel through this churchyard?

4. Badger, how could you travel through this churchyard?

5. Blackbird, how could you travel through this churchyard?

Green Group, Bridge

1. Swan, what can you see that you could travel on?

2. Squirrel, what can you see that you travel on?

3. Fish, what can you see that you can travel in?

4. Badger, how can you travel around here?

5. Blackbird, how could you travel around here

Yellow Group, Nutshell Bridge

1. Swan, why is the canal better for you than the road or path?

2. Squirrel, is the canal and tow-path better for you than the road or river and why?

3. Fish, why is the canal better for you than the road or path

4. Badger, is the canal better for you than the road or railway line and why?

5. Blackbird, can you travel better along the canal or the road?

Red Group, back at the Churchyard 

1. Swan, what do you like about the canal? Is there anything you don't like about it?

2. Squirrel, do you prefer travelling on paths or along the canal?

3. Fish, what do you like about  canal? Is there anything you don't like about it?

4. Badger, what other animal do you see along the canal at night time?

5. Blackbird, is there more to eat by the road or the canal?

